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T He Diſpute between your ſelt and Me, is now be- 


come ſo Perſonal, and would be, it I ſhould imi- 
tate your Style, {o Paflionate, that, till you can re- 
cover a calmer I emper, and quictly conſider how 
little your wrath dorh either advance Gods Honour, or 
your own, 1t 15 very requilite I ſhould lay aſide any farther 
handling of that weighty Queſtion, which firſt engaged us: 
For as I ought to pitty your weakneſs, and not pour ſtrong li- 
quor into fo crazy a Vcllel;{olought likewiſe to have a grea- 
ter regard unto thoſeSacre: and amazingTruths,then to ven= 
ture them upon that ſcorne which they arclike to meet with, 
whilſt you are inthis your Fir of Anger and Impartience, 
Yer, Sir, That 1 may tor the furure prevent your ap- 
proaching ſo near to Blafphemy, as tocharge, what ever 
Faults Ic1rher have beenor may be guilry of, upon the ac- 
count of mv Principles (fince I hold norhing, but whar I 
ſolely deriv- .-m, antam alwaies ready to make good by, 
Scripture) I ſhall briefly diſcover what my Principles are; 
thar ſo 11 {ver you cttend 1n the like kind of cenſure again, 
your M:.ice inay then beas Apparenr,and as Incxcuſable, as 
now your 1olly 1s. | 
Therefore to undeceive you, I profeſs firmly to believe, 
with the reſt ofthoſe Excellent Writers whom your have ſo 
dilingenioully traduc'd, that, God alone is to have the honour of 
all the gnod! wich his Creatures do; But, -eAll the Gnilt and 
ſhame of their Afions they are to take wholely unto themſelves 
A And. 
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And, That they ought to look, no bigher for 4 Canuſe of their d;- 
filement, then unto the impure fpring within them, 

How theſe two Poſitions of mine (which you mult needs 
acknowledg very Pious, ſince, asI take it, they are yours 


too, though you itnferre them trom much differcar Princt- 


ples) can conliſt with eAbſolnte Predeſtination, 15 not my 
Buſineſs to reſolve you, no more then it would be yours to 
explain and unfold all the Myſteries of the 77mity againſt the 
Caviis of a Sscinian; For thoſe who profeſs a ſtrict adhe- 
rence to the Letter, and, to their belt underſtanding, the 
{cuſe of Scripture, need not regard the Conſequences which 
ſuch vain Perſons can urge agaiaſt them ; and amidit ſo ma= 
ny difficulties, morethen you have yet alleadged, which my 
own Reaſondo's daily ſuggeſt ro me, and follicice me with, 
Ihaveouly tis, with which I farisfic and quiet my Spirit, 
tnar I deſire fully to acquielce in the revealed will of God, and 
zo be wiſe, as not «be, {o nor beſt ics, what i written. 


And ta:relore, Sir, Ii it ſhould fo'low from this CE 


that Lafficms, 1c 4atinſoinclenſe I cannot deny God to 
the Siam vj jive, You haveas little reaſon to revile me 
for B/:$5emy (1celdoin my very thoughts abhorre it ;) 
as I (nould have to reproach you with folly and weakneſs, 
for aflerting ox 1i:ionall Elec im thou th 1t be a thing not 
only utterly will ri tural, bur, inan Abſolute and Indepen- 
dent Ageit, impoli ble tobe conceived : Yet lince herein I 
believe you ſpeak in the Integrity, as well as inthe Sim- 
 plicity ©: your Heartz Idarc not charge upon you thoſe o- 
dious Iaferences, which I am able to deduce from that Do- 
Qriie. 

$9 that wher: I firſt ventured to declare my own Opinion 
17 thoſe Points, and ro write ſomething againſt yours; I 
muſt Profeſs tnatir was not your Opinion (which, how ir- 
rational ſo-ver [think it, yet I know confiſtent with a Pious 
Life)thac I was mainely concern'd a gainſt;bur rather at your 
ujit and unhandſome confidence, whereby you was not 
oniy conent to diſcover your own Judgment , (which yer is 
20 more thea to rake up and revive an almoſt decayed = 
rour 
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cour) but did proceed ſo. virulently to aſperſe and cenſute 
all choſe who could not concurre with you : This, Sir,- did 
diſerve, from every one that diflented from you, much 
ſhar>er Language rhen I either then did, or now do, though 
provok'd, intend to uſe. For let your own Convictions, 1n 
this Point, be as great and as clear, as it is poſſivle , yet why 
ſhould you deny others thar liberty, of abounding in their 
own ſenſe, which you did fo needleſly aflume unto your 
ſelf? Or, with what Colour of reaſon can you excuſe your 
bitter inveCtives at thoſe Famous Pillars of the Proteſtant 
Caſe, who, as they liv'd long betore you, ſo, they writ no- 
thing but whatthey chought evident and convincing Iruth, 
and therefore could do nothing to provoke that uſage > But 
had they been as really miſtaken, as now by you they are on- 
ly ſuppoſed to be ; it would have become your piety rather 
ro have hid, then, herein excceding the {in of Char, firſt to 
uncover, and then to Proclaim their Nakedaeſs, 
And to make your Guilt herein a little more Black and 
ffininal, I muſt remind you, for your Paſſion hath ſpoil'd 
your Memory, that what thoſe, our Primitive Worthies, 
maintain'd, was once the Uniforme and eſtabliſh'd Dofrine 
of our Church, till ſome of your Party departed from ir; a- 
mon9ſt whom none have done {o deſperately as your ſelf, 
whoſcem to have caſt off, not only all Fiial and Pious e- 
ſteem for thoſe who deliver'd this Doctrine, bur likewiſe all 
manner of Civilicy, as well as Charity,for us, who ſtill recain 
it, Thur, Sir, youſce1cancaſily juſtific my firſt Arrempr, 
which was to ſer upon you as the common Enciny, andto 
do my part 1a ftriking at him, who had ſo boaſtingly deficd 
and Challenged All; Bur for theſecond, I mean, my miſta- 
king you to be the Author of thoſe Refleions, and my pro- 
cceding ſo ſharply upon that miſtake, I acknowledg it an 
Errour ; ſo that without daring to retratt any thing in my 
Nerrative (which I cannot do ſo long as I love Truth above 
all chings) I heartily beg your pardon for the Preface, 
I might alledg in my excuſc, that common Fame did 
voice thoſe refle#;on; to be yours long before I ſaw them ; 
— = which 
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which thing alone, as I remember, ina Caſe of a much grea- 


ter Man then you, ® and by much wiſer Perſons then my 
ſelf, was judged to be a ſufficient ground of Accuſation, Bur 
beſides, I kad the particular Teſtimony of a Fricnd of yours 
tro Warrant me; to which I might add the likeneſs of the 
Style, andthe unlikelyhood that any clſe, and unprovok'd 
roo, ſhould venture to defame me firit, and then endeavour 
to confute me after (which 15 your known method of Ar- 
2uing.) All theſe Circumſtances agreeivg, together with my 
neyer once looking upon the Title Page of that Book, but 
only reading ſo. much as concerned me, might, it I would 
enlarge npon them, ſerve, it notto juſtifie, yer, ro extenu- 
ate my fault : For a Fault Lam content to call it, and more I 
think you cannot make of it : Eſpecially ſince it did nor pro- 
ceed trom any anger at my being wegletted by yorr, as you plea- 
fantly inſinuate (for this I could cafily have interpreted to 
my advantage, and have concluded thar you did not Anſwer 
me becauſe you could not) much lcſs was it any Malicious 
deſign againſt your fame or perſon, but mectly a miſtake, 
grounded upon thoſe Preſumptions, which made me handle 
4 as I then thought you deſervedgand that was very ſcur- 
vily. 

And had you been pleaſed, in your late Vindication, ſo- 
far to have moderated your Choler, as meckly to have ac- 
quainted me with my Error, Iſhould preſently have made 
you an Acknowledgment, as Publick and a: Humblc, as 
your own Pride could wiſh; For I do not only knew 1 to be 
more Chriſtian, but likewiſe hold ira more generous thing 
to ask Forgivecacſs, thento perſiſt in an Injury. Bur. in your 
laft Pamphlet, you have made your felt ſoliberal} amends, 
and Carved out ſo much of my Reputation, wherewith to 
repair the Ruins of your own, that you have almoſt cni..rced 
me io forbear my Courtelie ; fince by your rude taxing me 
wit want of Modeſty, Humanity, Religion, Cerſcience, 
and what not ? by your recharging upon me thoſe yery 
Crimes of Treachery and Ingr.itude to Mr Buzby (which c- 
very one but youthink Ihavye already ſufficiently wip'd off.) 
You 
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You have made that nameleſs, becauſe worthleſs, Gentle- 
mans Refle&ions your own, and ſo have given me a juft oc 
calion to abide by that Character which I have alrea- 
dy made of you; and, inſtead of retraQting any thing in the 
Preface, I might look upon it only as an Anticipated Re- 
VCNgc, 

Yer, Sir, fince you ſo perfectly diſown the having any 
hand in the writing, of that unknowing and unknown Apolo= 
9:3 and becauſe much of what you ſay,is only ReFonſum & 
non dium, nota beginning, bur only a return of unkindneſs, 
it 1s fit that as I ſtrook the firſt Blow, though ignorantly-and 
in the dark, ſo, now you have open'd my eyes, I ſhould firſt 
offer to ſhake hands, and not willfully proſecute what I un- 
wittingly began, 

I ſhall not therefore make any return to thoſe many un- 
handſome expreſſinns, wherein you have endeavoured to 
ſer me out; __—_ me leayea little to wonder at the large- 
neſs of your Falent, that after you had emptied ſuch a 
Treaſure of il] Language upon Mr, Baxter,and Mr. Hick mas 
you ſhould ſtill havea freſh Spring and reſerve for me; an 
continueto raile in your laſt Page, with as good a grace as if 
you were but then beginning. This, Sir, as it ſhews the 
greatneſs of your ſtock, which can maintain you ar ſo large 


-anexpence, and inſo much fine variety of refroachfull (ay- 


ings,0 Iam content toler it paſs for your greateſt commen- 

ation. | 
Bur, Sir, Had your expreſſions of me been much worſe 
then they are, I was prepared to Forgive you, and now 
think my ſelf obliged tothank you for them; ſince after ſo 
many Tragicall exclamations, wherein your Anger is more 
conſpicuous then'your Art; and” after ſo ſcrupulous an en- 
quiry into my lite and manners, you can only accuſe me of 
two things, the miltake of my Preface, and my ſuppoſed Ingra= 
titude tro Mr,Busby 3 of which if I can clear my (elf, you 
have done enough, as to all other thigs, to affertand to pro- 
claim my Innocence, And for the #1: of theſe, I haveat- 
ready ackt your Pardon ; as for the other, 1am ſure I need 
none 
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none; concerning which it my Nrrative hath not alrcady 
given youſatisfaCtion, 1t 15nort becauſe thats not clear and 
convincing enough, but becauſe you came jreparcd to con- 
eradift it, And though you uncivilly, as mcdling with a 
difference which concerns you not, bring Mr. Bz«by again 
upon the Stage, yet I will not now be provoked to ſay more 
ot him then only this, that Iam lorry I cannot ſay icts then I 
have done, | 

I pa(s by therefore your zealous commending Mr. 3:5}; 
and (out of my reſpects to him, notwithſtanding h15 Inju- 
ries) wiſh, that you had nor ſo foon confured and diſcrecit- 
ed your own Teſtimony, by projeſſing in the ſame Page 
you do not know him : Nor am Iwillingro 19fiſt upon 
your great indi{cretion, or rather undoing delign, that you 
ſhould ſo much praiſe Mr, Bysby, and yct intheſame Book, 
much more rail at rhe Lozg Parliament, that is, to mention 
no morc, uponall his Goverzours - Wherein, Sir, you way 
be thought, not ſo much to praiſe Mr, Bu4by, as to. dicoyer 
him; not toſet him off, bur to lay him open, and co be- 
tray hizato the ſuſpicion of his Judges, of whoſe favour he 
may ſtand in need. But rheſethings Ilerpaſs as Incongrui- 
tics, which as your haſt made you commir, ſo I hope 
Mr. Busby hath already paid you for them. accurding- 


* That which I am moſt concerned to take Notice of, ' is 
that prodigious vein of #/;t, which runs throuch your Epi- 
ſtle;z as when you call me Mr. Edward, when you miſcall 
me by the name of Uſher, and that profound one of C.»ſi- 
Yang the ſawey Cenſor ,, which isa Jeſt that this Year few will 
underſtand, and in the next, none can : Theſc, Sir, are the 
flowersof your Rhecorick,and what the phraſes arc, I tave 
riot had leaſure to gather, but may from: hence ealily be 
oucſſedat. | | 
Bur certainly Sir, Durſt we poor deſpiſed C-inifts take 
the liberty which you do, 2s well, or ill ro abuſe the party 
wediſpute with ; or could. we think it pious to defend our 
Cauſe, not by diſarming, bur, by diſgracing the Adverſary, 
you 
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ou long cre this had met with that kind of entertainment. 
Buc who would not bluſh and be aſhamed to be counted a 
#t, when you, who haveſo long i:boured todeſcrvethar 
childiſh iName, are content tg take up with ſuch poor 
' things to credit you. Truſt me, Sir, it the goodneſs of 
your Pack, may be gueſled at by the ſmallneſs of the wares 
you produce, you may be heavily, but you cannot be rich» 
ly laden 3 Aud I would not have your Back, for your Bur- 
den. Were 1 tooliſh enough to be witty by your cxample, 
might not I call you Mr, Thomas, or, which is ſomewhar 
more an{werable to your preſent Phrenzic, Plain Tom ? 
Could not I viline you by the Name of Vicar ? And at laſt 
ſpend ſome dreadfull Quibbles upon Pierce ? And 1 would 
fain know, Whether {ſuch dry bobs as theſc, would not 
provoke as much laughter, and, which is your main 
end, make as good ſport among your Lay and Fe- 
male Readers, as any of thoſe offers at Smartneſle 
and Satyre , which you haye ventured ro ſhew up- 
on mc? 

As youlove, Sir, to preſcrvethat little Credit you have 
got, I would adviſe you ro put up your Trinkets 1n time ; 
tor your kind of Play with Small money, will not hold out 
with all ſorts of Gameſters. Though 1 am the meaneſt of 
thoſe you have undertaken, yet, 1f I would take you for 
my ſubjeQ, and rather ſtrive to be ſharp than ſerious, I 
ſhould find it no hard matrer, to dreſs you up in your Cap 
and Caflock, and ſo ſhew you to the world, not like thoſe 
Innocem Creatures, the Rats and Mice, to which you have 
merrily, or rather, to ſhew what value you-put upon your 
ſelf, rruumphantly compared us: Bur like ſome greater, and 
more ravenous Beaſt of prey, which is not content to 2;bble 
at Books, but tears and devours the Authors, and when he 
fhould confute their Arguments , wounds and aſlafſinates 
their Reputations. 

Were you cool enough, I need go no farther than your 
ſelf for a teſtimony to confirm this ; for is nor this your con- 
ſtant pratice? Haſtily —— che truth ro be on you 
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fide ( as if you had a Priviledge to be infallible) and ſtri- 
ding o'rethe knot, leſt it ſhould ſtop your Career, you get 
2s farreas you can from the Queſtion, and at that diftance 
Bark at your diſſenting Brethren, call them all Fools and 
HH :dmen, who dare not be lo Perewptory and unreafona- 
ble as your ſclf; load them with bucrer invectives, and 
blaſphemous Inferences z and what you want 11 Argument, 
you make up in Noiſe and Outcry = Much like that filly 
Stoick in Lucian * (an Author TI am ſure you are Vers'd in, 
and, becauſe he jecrs Predejtination, well approve of ) who 
when he was driven to a Non plus, cries out' 2 97027, 
which is the very Greek for your Engliſh, when you ſo op- 
probriouſly call Mr. Hickman Wretcied ( aitiff. 

You ſee, Sir, how much youlic at my Mercy, and from 
what I havz ſaid, you may judge how favourable I am, in 
that Ifay no more: Now [ have put you into a Fright , and 
fhewed you your danger, I muſtpicty your frailty,and com- 
fort you again, by acquainting you,. that I hope I am per- 
fly cured of that looſnefs , and what levity I diſlike in 
your writings, I ſhall not willingly praftife in my own ; and 
though ic 1s to be feared, that your Poetry has ſpoiled your 
preaching, yet, for your profeſfion's ſake, I heartily wiſh 
you would a little forget that you are Refor Of Brington, 
which is your Law Term ; that fo you may the better re- 
member your ſelf to-be a Preacher of the GoSþe!, which is your 
Proper Title, and with the gravity of which, your preſent 
empty and trivial way of writing, do's as little agree, as a 
feather would do with your habit. * Much more might 
be ſatd upon this fubje, but I am too young to countenance 
the good Advice I could give; and youare too old, and too 
wiſe tov, at leaſt in your own conceir, to take it. 

Andhere, Sir , if you pleaſe, we will end all Perſonal 
Quarrels ; at leaſt for my part I ſhall, fince I cannot think it 
worth my vvhile there to contend for the victory, where I 
ſhould be aſhamed to Triumph. And that I may not whol- 
ly looſe this Letter, which I ſhould do 1t 1difcourſed of no- 
thing in it but you, Iſhall conclude with ſomething more 
ma- 


[9] 
material, viz. the Ground of our former and preſent dif- 
ference. 

The difference between your ſelf and me, (that you may 
not be ſo confident of your own opinion) is neither more 
nor leſs, then what has cmploied the Wits, and divided the 
Judgments of all the learned men thatever were, or will be 
inthe world, viz. concerning Gods Decrees , whether they 
be Abſolute or Conditional, You, 1n the rear of many great 
Names which I could reckon, becauſe you cannot otherwiſe 
underſtand theImportance of choſe ſeyeral precepts and com- 
minations in Scripture, nor Free God from being the Au- 
thor of ſin, afirm Gods Decrees to be Conditional, 1,6. That 
God cheoſes Peter, 8£C. becauſe be foreſees that he will Beleive and 
Perſevere to the end. But I, who can as little underſtand how 
God can conſider any condition inthe creature as a ground 
of his Ele&ion, ſince he isthe ſole Author of whatever con- 
ditions the creature can be ſuppoſcd to have : And becauſe I 
underftand lefle, how thoſe whoacknowledge Gods Preſci- 
ence can free him from being in ſome ſenſe the Author of fin, 
ſince what ever God foreſces, and doth not prevent,he may 
Juftly be faid to cauſe, when he knows that nothing bur: his 
interpoſing can hinder theproducing of it, therefore I affirm, 
with many Thouſands of others, as Learned men as. the 
Worldeyer had, That all Gods Decrees are, like his Nature, 
Abſolute, 1.6. That God chuſeth Peter, 8c, becauſe he will 
chuſe him , and tomake good his aft of Eleftion, he gives him 
Faith , and by his power preſerves him to the end, 

To underſtand which of theſe two opinions be the moſt 
ſober and Rational ( for as to Scripture, the laſt without di- 
{pute has the better) it will be firft neceflary to conſider the 
Nature of Mans #/## , in what manner, and how farre 'tis 
Free ; and to reſolverhis, however, Sir, you take the whole 
for granted, requires a more than ordinary knowledge in 
the Depths of natural Philoſophy ; which you have not now 
Jeaſure, nor ever ſcem to have had ſetled judgment enough 
tocnquire into: and therefore it may perhapsbe news to tell 


you that thoſe Axioms, Nothing can move it (elf; and, 
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Every thing bath a Cauſe z and, Whatever te will chuſeth now, 
it can give a Reaſon , why it chuſeth it > which Reaſon was ſuffi- 
cient tomoveit y, and therefore Neceſſary, Thele Axioms Iſay, 
when nrged as Objections, have 1a all Ages puzzled the 
moſt Acute and ſubtil Diſpurers; and though many,amongſt 
whom the Reverend and Learned B.Bramball, have ſaid as 
much in the point, as the Queſtion 1s capable of, yer 
when all is done, I mult profeſs tor my own part, that my 
Religion, and not my Reaſon, has ſatished me, and I am 
content to beleive I have Free-will, though I cannot under- 
ftand it : and concerning this, not aspreſuming to folve the 
Difficulties, bur only to ſhew them, I have ſent you an Ex- 
crcitation in Latine, which you may cither Anſwer, or, 
which 15 farre morecafic, {lightas youſce occaſion. 

When this Diffculty 1s paſſed over, which alone 1s enough 
to choak the keeneſt Diſputers appetite, Another of much 
oreater importance remains behind, iz. upon ſuppoſition 
that man has Freeex-i{, that is, Liberty to chuſe, not his 
actionsonly, but bis willtoo. (as who is ſo Mad rodeny this, 
in his Actions I nfcan, though many do 1n their writings ?) 
then how can this freedom of \Vill in man be reconciled 
tothe Abſoluteneſs of the Willof God ; ſince that, as it 1s 
the prime Caule, ſo it docs alwayes actually concurre with, 
and therefore is neceflarily productive of, -cvery Action of 
the Creature > Toſay here that God concurres with every 
Crcature according to their ſeveral reſpeive natures, that 
isrofay, with neceflary Agents, lo as to make them at ne- 
ceflarily ; with Free Agents, foas to Jet them att Freely ; 
this,, Lhumbly conceive, is not ſo much to untie the knor, 
a« to beg the Queſtion, ſince Gods concourſe is ured as an 
Argumentto take away ail manner of Frcedome, becauſe 
his influence doth Act, though ina fecret, yet to an irreſi- 
{ible manner; 

Thefe Jatricactes, Sir, which do accompany the Que- 
ftion about G 4s Decrees ( not to urge any thing from the 
conſequences of either, which is nota ſolid nor a rational 
way. of ſearching out Truth) do make this controycrſie. ſo 
unin- 


You did 


lements, 1 dare pro- 
or underſtand Boe- 


{covered my own Opinton, 
and withall pointed you out a way how you inay correct 
yours;. and if not your Opinios, yet atleaſt your T -:nper; 
which 1f you ſhall obſerve, there 15 ſome hope, 14 core 
may bc, 1f not a Friendly agreement, yet a fair and 5c..olar- 
like contention berween us : In Order to witich,I ſhail,when: 
cyer you pleaſe, undertake to Maintain theſe two Thelcs, 

19. That: 


hy 


unintelligible, ſo almoſt incapable of Solution, rhat they 
did at firlt diſquier, bur at laſt, through the blefling of God, 
they drove me our of the fluctuations of Reaſon, into the 
Shelter and Sanctuary of the Apoſtle Pax]: and that Que- 
ſtion of his, who zr: thou, O man, &c? | have experi- 
mentally found to be the moſt cftetual charm, wherewith 
to compole and ſettle a foul in the midſt of its ſhakings.From 
thence Idid reloive, and hope ſhall ever be preſerved in the 
ſame mind, toacquieſce in the Letter of Scripture, 10 ſpite 
of all the Iumultuatings and Agitations of my Thoughts. 
againſt it; for ſhould I ever let go my hold, an put our to 
Sea again, I have juſt Cauſe to Fear, that this depth will 
ſooner ſwallow me uv, then be Fati.omed by me. 
therefore, Sir, very Prudently, to {light my late Treatiſe 
upon this Subj:&, and ar all adyeature to ſtile it weak and 
Shallow, that thereby you might diſcourage your Followers, 
from receiving thence that ſatisfaction, which none of your 
Thin and Aiery Diſcourſes can give them, | 
Bur I will not again repcar, what I before mentioned, and 
promiſed to Forgive you for, conceraing your Raw and 
Unſcaſoned way of Arguing ; but I appealto the Conſcicn- 
ces of all the Sover men of your Pcerſwaſton , whether rhe 
Doubts in Preſcience will not as much Perplex a Diſputing 
Chriſtian, as the Myſteries of Predeſtination; and 1t you 
indeed have eſcaped thoſe Plunges, if you alone have been 
altogether Freed from thoſe Enta 
nounce, it i5 not becauſe you are Wi 
tis * better than other men, bu: becauſe you have not Pati- 
ence, I might ſay Depth, cnough, to take in the whole com- 
paſs of your Tenet. = 
Thus, Sir, I have briefly dt 
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1%, That all Gods Decrees are Abjolut?, 

2*, That the Arminims , I mean thiſe who aſſert ( onditional 
E Gon , do as much make God the Autbor of Sin, as thoſe who 
hold it to be Abſolute. | 

Theſe two Politions, Sir, contain the Subſtance ot all that 
cither is, or can be, ſaid inthis Argument, and if 1n eſther 
of them, you pleaſe, ſuitably ro your declared Doctrine, to 
hold the Negative, the Controverite may come to a ſpeedy 
Hue ; it you pleaſe withall briefly to Srate your Opinion, 
and, without impertinent Declaiming by the By ( with 


which you may pleaſe, but never ſatisfie a curious Reader) 


give inthe Reaſons of your Aſſertion. Upon the yiew of 
vvhich, if I find your Arguments ſo New, ſo Clear, and fo 
Convincing, that I, though far the vveakeſt of your Ad- 
verſaries, cannot Anſwer them; I ſhall, notwithſtanding 
Our preſ-nt Diſtances, forthwith become, ſomething more 
than your Friend, your Convert, and endeavour to draw 
in others by my Example. And, becauſel foreſce Iam not 
like to makethis change in haſte, you ſhall however always 
find me, 


Sir, 
Your very humble and Ready Servant 


 &b. (. 
Aug,19, x659. 
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Exercitatio Philoſophica deLabero Arbitrio. 


Thil eſt quod magis hominem commendet quam 

N\ Arbitrit Libertas z nihil ramen de quo Philoſo- 

phi minus conſen{ere; Siquidem ut Tacit? ver- 

licet non e vazts flellts, ſed apud principia & nexus natura- 

lium cauſarum, primo cuinſque ortw ventura deftinan- 
Zur, 

Opinio iſta de Fato vel inevitabil rerum omnium eyen- 
tu, five a Chaldas, uiiplacet Diodoro Sicnlo, five ab aliis 
orta, a Sroicis avide arrepta eſt, & ita demum propagata, 
ut iftius Sectz habita fit Nota propemodum peculiaris ; 
quz ali: Fortuita, illi Neceſſaria vocant ; nec incidere ea, 
ſed venire aiunt, certaque , licer inobtervabili, lege de- 
currere. Hinc Seneca, Scto, inquit, omnia certa Oo 1 4- 
ternum dift4 lege decurrere ; Fata nos ducunt, & quantum 
cuique reſtat, prima naſcentis hora diſpeſuit : Ca-[a pendet 
exC anſa, rivata & publica longus ordo rerums trabit. Un- 
de Chryſipprs *Fruaguimy five Fatam , Cefinit efle 4varzhs 
cus]afiv Tay bat, tE dif wy Emxonelsimoy, Zurrtbihu x) & mc" BoTu 
cuous Ths TuduTYsS events —Ne Ce. Fatum eſt invariabilss Ye=® 
rum Ccompages, fic concatenata ut difſolvi alterarique nov 
poſit, Eodem tacit illa Homers Sereg yovoria, five Aures 
Catena, qux omni fic a Deo pendere facit, ut continuo 
imperceptoque nexu ab Ipto ad nos uſque pertingant ; a- 
deg ut licet nunquam non agamus libere, videamurque, 


ſaltem nobis ipſis, Actionum noſtrarum undequaque Do- 
MIal 5 


Lib.2. 


Lib, de 
Proud. 


Apud A. 


Gel. 


bis utar, fuere ſemper, qnt Fatum congrnere rebus putarent, « nal. ib 


Lib. 2+ 
Queſt. 


_ Natur. 


Lib.2. 


—_— — ——_— 


mini ; n4aquam ramen inquiuar, quicquam fic libenter fa- 
cimus, ut non prius illud 1dem collibueric Deo; nec plus 
minilye operari eſt, quam ille olim decreverit. Imo tam 
rigide hac ex parte egerunt Stoici, ut nec Dus ipſis ullam 
reliquerint Libertatem : Sic enim omntum nomine procla- 
mat Seneca--Eadem neceflitas & Nos & Deesallieat ,, irre- 
wvocabils divina pariter & Humana curſus vehit; ile ipſe 
omnium Conditor cf Rettor, Scripſit quidems Fata, ſed ſequi- 
tur ; ſemel juſfit, ſemper pare ; unde & Lucan non tan- 
tum Poetice de Deo loquens 


Scripſit in aternum cau[ as, que cunita coercet, 
Sequoque lege renens-- 


Nunen ſcilicet Decreto ſuo dum Rar, videtur parere; 
quia alias conteſſio erroris fuerit,ft mutanda fecerit, 
Sen, 0ed. AR.5, 

Fatis agimurg-- 
Quicquid patimur mortale Genus, 
Quicquid ftacimus, venit ex alto: 
Non illa Deo vertiflelicet 
Quz nexa ſuis currunt cauſis, 


Cum vero norint multa paſſim provenire mala, quorum 
aliqua facimus ipft, aliqua 8& patimur; a Bono autem 
Deo omnem Malignitatis ſuſpicionem follicits amove- 
rint, Malorum itaque omnium Originem Materia a- 
{cripſerunt, quam vagam & Inconditis Motibus ultro 
averrantem COErcert 6 1n ordinem redigi non poſle au- 
tomarunt, ſed Tumulcu irregulari abreptam Peſtes 
ipargere, vitia accendere, ruinam undique moliri, ſe- 
$2que quaſi contagu vaſtationiſque fomitem ubique in- 
i .,Ire; Utt Sexeca, 4 magno , NqUit , artifice forman- 
is: pravys Mylta, non quia ceſſat ars, ſed quia id, in quo 
exercerur , inobſequens Arti ef; & explicatius alibi , 

| quarens 


C157) 
querens cur Deus Bonis Triſtia immittat, re-: 
ſpondet, Artifex non ſolet mutare Materiam; has paſſa 
eft. 

bs Conceſlo autem, ſingula Fato volvi, nec Actionem 
ullam, ut ut Levem ac Minutam, extra preſ{criptum 0- 


"I lim ordinem edi poſle, cum inde promptum foret ob- 
es jicere, neminem tum ob Probitatem laudandum, nec 


ofe ob vitia culpandum quemplam ( nullo etemin encomio 
dignus elt is, qui Probitati, quam habet, ſuccumbir 
potins quam ſtudet; nec illius malitia ſerio deteſtan- 
da eſt, qui nequitia, cui reſiſtere non poteſt, ſecurus 
fruitur ) hujuſmodi Inſtantiis occurrit Manilizs , innu- aggro, 
endo iftam dodrinam non liberare pena nocentem, lib.4.. 
nec prxmtio merentem traudare ; fed potius virtutis ya- | 
lorem, vitll enormitatem intendere: tanto enim impeny- 
fius, inquit, laudandus eſt Probus-- ; 


Luod calo gaudente venit, rurſuſque nocentes 1 
Oderinmns mags in penamcnlpamque creatos, | 


Uti enim nemo elcam minus probaverit, licet ſapor e- 
jus non ſua ſponte fed irrefiftibili Natura vi, gratus 
proveniat; nec noxi2s lethale{que herbas minus refu- 
gimus, licet ſuccum ſyum aliunde trahere cogantur, 
nec ultro ffunt mortitetar; {1c & cum Hominibus as 
gendum cenſet, quorum Probitas ft Deo ac Fato im- 
ket puterur , gratulandum elt 11s, quod propriort £0s cu- 

1a numen dignetur , fi vero Mali Sceleratique fint, 
non cuipa ſua {ed Fati Perverſitate, eo {unt culpandt 


oY q : . . . * ® " 
e- magis, quod jam olim Diis exoſt, in terras veniunt 
1- quaſz daygnati, 
- 
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Atque Stoicorum Doctrine de Fato & Necefitate 
hac fere Summa eſt, 

Peripatetici autem 8 Platonici, paulo humilius, 8: ad 
yulgarem captum accommodatius, Philolophati , cum 
obſervarent 'Avn#Z%ow illud five Liberam Arbitrium , & 
in Legibns Prxſumi> & Notitus Hominum 1ta Natu- 
raliter infigi , ut citins quis ſenſum 1l!is, quam E- 
lectionem extorſerits hinc: etiam & Tlli huic Opintont 
conſenſerunt, quam , preterquam quod in Religione 
omni fit perſuaſiſſima , argumentis inluper a Ratione 
guctis, confirmare ſunt annixt. 

Primo. Arguunt ex Animantium Divifione , quorum 
quidaim ſpontaneo & cxco impetu feruntur , Acti po- 
tins quam Agentes; alii autem, fſuo. arbitratu perpen- 
ſis privs & exanunatis rerum agendarum circumitanti- 
is, vel faciunt vel omittunt conſulta prout ipſ1s libitum 
tuerit, Qualis eſt omnium hominum Natura, qui, 
nit iſto privilegio gauderent, Brutis forent longe 
infeliciores ; cum , uſdem necefſitatibus conſtricti f1nr, 
legibus tamen parere cogantur, quaſi Libert. 

Cum autem inſtarent Stoict , omnino eos qui con- 
ſultant, id approbare ſolum. quod iplis placet , & pro- 
inde videri etiam Homines rapt viſts &que ac cxtera 
Animalia, licet aliquanto lentins conſentiant z reſpon- 
dent, eum, qui confilio ductus imaginatione viſorum 
percellt videatur, non {ervum ideo ted Dominum di- 
cendum ; cum, fi voluerit, in alteram partem con- 
ſenſifle poterat ; quiſquis enim. inquiunt, ob col- 
eftionem , quam apud fe conſultans facit , aliquid 
approbet, reputandus eſt ipſe fibi iſtius Approbationis 
cauſa. Que Alexanari Aphrodiſei detenſio elt apud 


” Euſebium. 


Deinde cum urgerentur iſto Effato, Deus pranovit 
Omnia, 


L ®F3 

omnia, ergo cetto z, e, deſtinato eveniunt; vel enim 
Numen nullzr habet de rebus dubiis perceptionem , 
quod probabiie non et ut Author nefciret motus co- 
natulque Creature, quam 1pie Produxir z . vel cognitio- 
nem habet ce:tram & nnfalibilem, adeoque res ille , 
quas eventuras preicivit, inevitabiliter þ, e, Neceflario 
& fato cogente producentur, 

Cum ifto potiſimum Argumento ſe munirent Sto- 
ict, reſpongebant Plaronici, verum quidem efle quod 
Deus omnia pranoverit; atqui cum quedam Neceſli- 
rio quadam fortuito eveniant, proinde Deum pra- 
{cire Neceſlaria certo ; reliqua, prout ipforum Natu- 
ra erat, icilicet ut Dubia 8& Indeterminataz nempe, 
inquiunt, ft Deus id quod dubium Ancepsque eſt, 
certo iciret, ftalleretur z quia Dubium id eft quod for- 
ce non continget ; itaque cum Futura Ancipitia talem 
prelenſionem non admittant, ne Dit quidem ipſi credi 
debent noſle, quz noici nequenat ; atque Hunc in mo- 
dum reſpondent Chalcidius a, Plotinus >, Ammoninus c, 
Tyrius alique; imo non Philoſophi foltm , ſed eodem 
reſponſo ſe tueatur hodie quotquot «4 Theologi incon- 
ceflam f151 , velutt e Dei manibus , extorquent Liber- 
catem, 

Denique cum inſtarent Stoict yolantatem Humanam, 
ſ1 non Appetitnus xſtu abripiatur , ſemper tamen In- 
teilectus 1umperio duct, cum Rationis dictata nunquam 
non {cquatur; & proinde non mags Libera cenſenda 
fit, quam ille non habendus eſt captivus, qui nunquam 
foras exit nift addito cuſtode, 

Haic Inftantiz varic relpondent Platonici, 

1, Fatendo voluntatem ab Intelletu moveri & allict 
temper, at nunquam cogi, Cum enim voluntas fit cxca 
Potentia, @, tacis in{tar, praxlucet Ratio, ne, cum 
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omnia libere poſſit, quadam etiam & male faciat; 
atque eo, funeſtiſimo licer argumento, libertatem 
ſuam maxime prodat Anima, quod quandocunque 
lubet, imperio Rationis reniti queat, Hinc querela 
illa, 

—PF iaeo meliora proboque 


Deteriora ſequor ——omnibus quotidie in ore eſt Fata- 
lis adeo & noxia Libertas, vel ex erroribus noftris, 
& quod quazdam mala quaſt no:eates facimus, com- 
probatur. 

2. Reſpondent urgendo Incommoda qua Stoicam 
iſtam Neceſſlitatem tequantur, nempe 

1, Si Homo ad Adtiones ſuas vi aliqu2 ita impel- 
leretur, ut omittere eas ipſt liberum non fuerit , cur 
Frophza victoribus, vidtis {olatia conquirimus * quor- 
ſum Prazmia Panxque 2 cut uſui inſerviunt encomia 
& vituperia* quis enim illum laudabit improbabir 
ve, quem ſtimuli & flagra in facinus precipitavere ? 
Bene ſcilicet non agunt, qui aliter agere non poſſunt : 
Nemo nauem celert & xquabil: curin immenſum @- 
quor pervolantem, ideo laudabit, quod Magiſtro diri- 
gente & Tecente vento una fteratur; & aliquando 
Pelagi minis, neſcia obtemperet, Majore encomio 
non eſt dignanda virtus, quam 1gnari recipimus z & 
fato umpreflam ſtgnatamque animo Probitatem non 
magis jaCraremus, quam equus Phaleras, 

Cur itidem Malos caſtigamus, aut ſupplicia decerni- 
mus is qui Jegem violant, quam , nift fata velinr, 
oblſervare non poſlint ; nemo Hirci nequitiam., aut 
violenttam Tauri punivit;; ft abſtineant Bruta, in iſtam 
Probitatem ducuntur , quaſi captiva : ſin pecceat,” non 
eſt iſtorum. ſed Nature error, Innocens plane eſt 
quem. neceſlitas exculat, & ule quem 72d fſcelera pra- 
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finivit Fatum, Infelix dici poteſt , non Improbus : 
Quzxſo qui, ut de Brutis taceam, a ſtipite vel ſaxo 
differremus Homines, fi ita efſemus comparati ; In- 
animata quxque motorem nacta moventur ; nimirum 
& gravis Terra projicitur, & iners ſaxum, {i manum 
adhibeas, in Gyrum rotatur : Sic & Homo, fi Actiones 
non ſuas edat, ſed neceflitate motus Gperetur, nihil vi- 
detur efle aliud, quam paulo: agilior & magis verſatilis- 
Fabrica, 

Concludunt itaque animam Humanam Privilegiis ſuis 
& Honore natalitio privari, niſi regat corpus corpus au- 
tem illa regere non poteſt , nift in feiplam habeat Im-- 
ferium , juxta illud carmen 


Sit liber, Dominus qui velit eſſe. 


Atque fic fere pro Arbitrii Libertate arguunt Platonici, 
Er fiquis controverſiam illam plenius examinare velit , 
lkegat eximias utringue difſertationes R. P. Bramhalls 
*#hrmantis, & Th. Hobs4i, plus quam Stoice, negantis 
Libertatem, | 

Quod ad me attiner, ett & ſacra Scriptura edodctus 
{ciam quid Chriſtiano renendum fit, nempe ununquem- 
que libere velle malum & libere nolle b>num , que 
{ola nobis miſeris jam demum reftat libertas ; tamen fi 
omnino Philoſophice agendum fit, non dubitaverim 5:- 
ftirmare Libertate Abſoluta & Plena nihil efle vel q:0d 
magis credam , vel quod minus probari poſſe putem: 
Cum enim omnia quxz yidemus, ex caufis certis deter- 
minatiſque oriantur 8 fiant, unicam voluntat:m Huma- 
nam ifta lege eximere videtur plane iniquum, 

7, Quia ut detur aliquid, quod ſeipſlum moveat idque 
propria vi, cogitatu prorſus impoſſiblle eſt, 

2, Quod nemo non advertat, & f1 rogetur;, rationem 
C3 redcere.- 
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reddere queat, cur hoc potius quam illud eligat : cauſa 
autem illa qualiscunque , quz yoluntatem ſive impellit. 
ſive inclinat, perinde facit Acionem Neceſlariam. 

Ultimo quod quomodo Libertas humana cum Prx- 
ſcientia divina confiſtat, falyo utriuſque jure, explicare 
adhuc nemo poterit ; quicquid enim certo pranoſcitur , 
ut eveniat neceſle eſt, non quaſi ipſa Preſcientia magis 
quam {ſcientia, quicquam ad movendam voluntatem con- 
tribuat, ſed quod Cauſe iſtz, E quarum cognitione 
Preſcientiz certitudo 8 Intallibilitas depender , effe- 
&um pracognitum neceſlario & inevitabilicer produ- 
Cent, 

Alia funt que objict poſſunt verhm chm Libertate 
{ublata, ſimul & virtus perear, cum Pieras 8& Politia 
omnis una concidant; & preterea cum nemo non ex- 
periatur ſe, quando velit , non actionem modo ſed 8& 
voluntatem immutare poſle , refragetur licet ratio 
ſcrupuloſque injiciat, nemo tamen vereatur aflerere fibi 
eam, cujus vim quotidie ſentit & actionem exſerit , 
Arbitrii Libertatem. 


